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Get Set for Rideshare Week

Want your employees to try ridesharing? There’s no better opportunity than Rideshare Week—Oct. 5-9—an annual,
statewide campaign that promotes alternatives to driving alone.

Your local rideshare agency can provide you with everything you need to run a Rideshare Week event at your work
site—including posters, flyers and more. And when your employees pledge to share the ride at least one day during the
week, they’ll qualify to win prizes, too.

"The exciting thing about Rideshare Week is that it gets people to try a different ways to commute, whether carpooling,
vanpooling, riding the bus or rail, or even biking or walking," says Huell Howser, rideshare spokesperson and host of
PBS’s Visiting. "Once they give it a try, studies show that many of them continue to share the ride."

It's easy to participate. Check out what’s happening near you...

Los Angeles County

Theme: "It feels good to share the ride." Campaign materials show happy commuters .
enjoying both the altruistic and personal benefits of ridesharing, such as contributing to It feels good to share the ride.
clean air and saving money and time in the carpool lane.

Prizes: Commuters that pledge to share the ride during Rideshare Week can qualify
to win a PlayStation 3, iPod Shuffles, Auto Club memberships, Disney gift packages, gas
cards and more.

How to get campaign materials: Metro is mailing posters and photocopiable pledge
cards to Los Angeles County work sites. Materials are also available for download on
the Metro web site. If you're holding a rideshare fair, you may be able to borrow a
cardboard cutout of Huell Howser in a convertible that you can use to take photos of
employees "carpooling with Huell" (contact blanchardd@metro.net to schedule).

Making the pledge: Pledge cards qualify your employees for prizes. Photocopy and
distribute or email pledge cards to employees, then collect and return them to Metro.
Commuters can also pledge online.

Incentives for employers: When you turn in employees’ pledge cards to Metro
postmarked by Oct. 30, you’ll be included in a drawing for special "employer only"
prizes.

For more information: Go to metro.net/rideshareweek or contact Metro at 213.922.2811.

= ,.t'| Orange County

- Theme: "Time to get your share." Campaign materials feature benefits of ridesharing such
as "travel faster," "make friends," "lose weight," "burn calories," and "more free time."

Prizes: Commuters that rideshare can win any of three American Express travel gift
certificates ranging from $500 to $3,000, among other prizes.

How to get campaign materials: Orange County Transportation Authority will distribute
campaign materials—including posters, giveaway items and more—at a kickoff meeting
Sept. 4 at the OCTA offices in Orange (see Calendar). You can also download materials from
the OCTA web site.

How commuters participate: When commuters fill in a Rideshare Week registration form,
they’ll qualify to win a prize—and the more they rideshare, the higher level prize they can
earn. Rideshare one to two days to be eligible for a $500 prize, three to four days for a
$1,000 prize and all five days for the $3,000 prize. Commuters can register on the OCTA
web site, by mail or by returning their entry form to their work site to be forwarded on to
OCTA.

Incentives for employers: Orange County employers with the highest percentage of
employees that turn in participation forms will qualify for special prizes.

For more information: Go to octa.net/rideshareweek or contact Judy Leon at

714.560.5358.
Continued on next page
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Riverside/San Bernardino Counties

Theme: The Inland Empire is going "old west," and commuters are urged to
"saddle up with a rideshare partner and round up some real savings."

Prizes: Commuters that pledge to share the ride can qualify to win any of nearly
100 prizes, including a two-night all inclusive Dude Ranch Getaway, Palm Springs
hotel stays, $250 grocery gift cards, iPod Shuffles, gift certificates for area

merchants and restaurants, free gas and more.

How to get campaign materials: Inland Empire Commuter Services shipped
complete campaign kits—with posters, pledge cards and more—to employers. You
can also contact IECS to get materials electronically, or pick up extra goodies at the
Inland Empire Rideshare Week kickoff meeting Sept. 10 (see Calendar).

Making the pledge: Commuters that pledge to rideshare at least one day during
Rideshare Week and turn in their pledge cards at the work site (to be forwarded to
IECS) will qualify for prizes. They can also mail pledge cards directly to IECS.

Incentives for employers: Along with your campaign kit you should have
received an individual goal for your work site. Any employer that meets or exceeds
the set goal and returns pledge cards to IECS postmarked by Oct. 23 may win one

of six $100 Vons gift cards.

For more information: Go to CommuteSmart.info or call your IECS

representative at 1.866.IECS4HELP.

Ventura County

Theme "Go Ventura!" The campaign features art from Ventura
County’s highly popular student art contest and showcases the best
ways to get around the county by sharing the ride.

Prizes: Commuters that pledge to rideshare can win a $1,000 gift
card and other great prizes.

How to get campaign materials: You can download posters
(11"x16"), flyers (8 1/2" x 11") and pledge cards from the Ventura
County Transportation Commission web site. Materials can be
customized with your contact information before printing and
posting at your work site. Ventura County employers will also
receive a copy of the award-winning movie, Air - The Search for
One Clean Breath, from the Air Pollution Control District, a 41-
minute film great for a lunchtime screening or other Rideshare
Week event.

Making the pledge: Photocopy and distribute pledge cards to

employees, or have them pledge online at the VCTC web site to qualify for the prize drawing.

Incentives for employers: Employers that distribute and collect pledge cards and turn them in to VCTC by Oct. 16 will

be entered into a special drawing for gift cards up to $100.

For more information: Go to goventura.org or contact Alan Holmes at 805.642.1591, ext. 119.
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In Brief

¢"Dump the Pump" video contest extended to Sept. 18

Post a video on YouTube.com that explains why you "dumped the pump" and you
could win a year of free transit and an iPod Touch as part of a contest sponsored
by the American Public Transportation Association. In addition, the first 25 people
who submit a video entry to the contest will receive a $25 VISA cash card. To see
current entries, go to publictransportation.org/takesusthere. For details on how to
participate, as well as tools to promote the contest to your employees, go to
apta.com. Contest ends Sept. 18.

eMurder mystery ACTors named finalists for national award

The Association for Commuter Transportation Southern California chapter is a
finalist in the national ACT awards for its murder mystery event held at the recent
West Coast conference. Several ACT members played out a “whodunit" that got
guests involved in a rideshare-themed murder plot. Also nominated as a finalist in
another category: Metro’s vanpool program, which offers $400 monthly subsidies for
vanpools. ACT award winners will be announced Sept. 1. For more information go to
actweb.org

eGas breaks $3 a gallon again...but not as bad as last year

Gas prices are now topping $3 a gallon in every major Southern California region,
according to the Automobile Club of Southern California. The average price
reached about $3.05 a gallon as of mid-August—as much as 16 cents higher than in
July. Even though gas prices are up, they’re still far below the record-breaking
prices of a year ago, when they topped $4.60 here. For details, go to aaa-calif.com

eMetro installs turnstile fare gates

Metro has installed turnstile fare gates at four Metro Red/Purple Line subway
stations—including Union Station—as an initial step in an effort to prevent what is
currently about $5 million per year in fare evasion. While the turnstiles are not yet
operational to collect fees, staff will be on hand to help people get accustomed to
using them and to ensure that passenger traffic runs smoothly. If all goes well,
according to Metro, a total of 379 fare gates will be installed in all stations on the
subway and Metro Green Line and on key stations on the Metro Blue and Gold Lines
by early 2010. For details, go to metro.net

eSurvey shows support for continuous access carpool lanes

Eight out of 10 motorists say they support maintaining continuous-access carpool
lanes on the Garden Grove Freeway (SR-22), according to a recent survey. While all
other carpool lanes in Southern California only allow users to enter and exit at
designated entry points, the SR-22 lanes were converted to continuous access in
March 2007. In addition to supporting continuous access on the SR-22, 71% of
respondents now favor converting carpool lanes on other Orange County
freeways—an increase of 12% from the first time the survey was conducted in 2007.
For more information, go to octa.net
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4 Get the party started — how to throw a Rideshare Week
TI p S & ’deas event that will get employees talking... and ridesharing!

E
' While you can celebrate Rideshare Week, Oct. 5-9, by simply hanging posters
and distributing pledge cards (see cover story), hosting an event for employees
-’ at your work site can bring even more attention to the campaign—and possibly

help boost your rideshare rate. You don’t have to have a big budget - or even a
lot of time - to make your event a success. Here, we offer some sure-fire ways
to get the party started:

e Put some oomph into your invitation. The same old boring invitation often
signals the same old boring event, so brainstorm ways to make your invitation stand
out— whether it's a catchy slogan, a funny picture or an unusual way of handing it out.

e Serve food. Ever notice how even putting a box of day-old donuts in the break
room can suddenly cause a stampede? Truth is, it doesn’t take a fancy spread to lure
employees. Set up a popcorn machine, serve ice cream sundaes, order pizzas, offer
up chips and sodas, organize a pot luck, or—if budget allows—cater breakfast or
lunch. People are far more likely to come to a rideshare event if there’s food.

e Plan activities. The idea is to have fun and still get the rideshare word across. At
an upcoming Inland Empire "old west" themed-event, for example, staff posing as
sheriffs will mosey about, asking rideshare trivia and awarding extra casino chips for
correct answers.

e Speaking of prizes... offer them. People love to win stuff, so have a raffle at your
event if you can. If you're short on cash, ask area merchants to donate prizes in
exchange for including their logo on your Rideshare Week materials. Another idea for
freebies: If you're inviting vendors, ask each to bring something worth $20 or so that
you can raffle off to guests.

Dave HAores and Donna Pearsen with
Cal S5tate Pomona have a brt of fun
with the “wear your diamend lane
halo” theme as part of Metro’s
Rideshare Week campaign.

e Provide entertainment. If, say,

getting the Jonas Brothers to perform is

out of your price range, how about pulling rideshare staff together for a
skit, or setting up a karaoke machine with traffic-related song choices (i.e.,
"On the Road Again")... or at the very least playing lively music on a CD
player?

e Be appreciative. It doesn't cost a dime to walk around and say "thanks"
to your employees—or if you want to kick it up a notch, hand out rideshare
awards or certificates to those who deserve an extra pat on the back.

e Send guests away with a rideshare reminder. Transit maps, rideshare
program information, pledge cards, on-the-spot matchlists—all these make
great "take aways" so employees can follow up to make their post-party
rideshare plans.
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Rideshare, Week
Rideshare Week kickoff meeting for
Orange County is Sept. 4, 8:30 - 11:30
a.m. at Orange County Transportation
Authority headquarters in Orange. For

more information, contact Judy Leon at
jleon@octa.net, 714.560.5358.

Rideshare Week kickoff meeting for
Inland Empire employers is Sept. 10, 11
a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at Victoria Gardens
Cultural Center in Rancho Cucamonga,
which will be transformed into a western
saloon and casino for the event. For more
information, call 1.866.IECS4HELP
(1.866.432.7443).

Mobility 21 Transportation Summit is
Sept. 21 at the Westin Bonaventure in Los
Angeles. Mobility 21 is a nonpartisan
alliance that brings together the public and
business communities to develop
transportation solutions; for registration
information, go to mobility21coalition.com

International Car-Free Day is Sept. 22;
go to 22september.org

**3.‘ : %
California Rideshare Week is Oct. 5-9

International Day of Climate Action is
Oct. 24 and is sponsored by the
environmental group 350.0rg; for details
on how to participate, go to 350.org/oct24

NETWORK MEETINGS

Coachella Valley ETC Network

meets bi-annually; call 1.866.IECS4HELP.
Glendale TMA meets regularly;

call 818.543.7641.

@ Metro m -

NETWORK MEETINGS (cont'd)

Orange County Network meets
regularly; call 714.560.5358 or email
commuterconnection@octa.net
Pasadena TMA meets every other
month; call John Miranda at
818.354.7433.

Riverside County ETC Network meets
tri-annually; call 1.866.IECS4HELP.
San Bernardino County ETC Network
meets tri-annually; call 1.866.IECS4HELP.
Santa Monica ETC Network meets
regularly; call 310.458.8956.

South Bay/Westside TMA meets
monthly; contact Christina Corrales at
310.642.0066, email
christina_corrales@equityoffice.com
Torrance Transportation Network
meets regularly; call Kim Fuentes at
310.784.7902.

Warner Center TMO meets monthly;
call 818.716.5520.

TRAINING
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Metro Commute Services requires
employers to attend a briefing 60 days
prior to their AQMD submittal date.
Upcoming briefings are Sept. 9 from 9:30-
11:30 a.m. and Oct. 14 from 1-3 p.m. For
more information or to reserve a space,
email blanchardd@metro.net

South Coast Air Quality Management
District (AQMD) offers one-day ETC
training for $154.81. Upcoming sessions
are Sept. 17 at UC Irvine, Sept. 30 in
West Covina, Oct. 7 at AQMD offices in
Diamond Bar, Oct. 21 in Riverside and
Oct. 29 in Burbank. Contact the AQMD's
training program at
etctraining@agmd.gov or visit the AQMD
at agmd.gov
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Editor/Writer: Jill Smolinski
Art Director: Harlan West

For subscription information
or to change your
COMMUTESMART NEWS
e-mail address, contact your
representative at the
rideshare office nearest you.

Metro Commute Services
One Gateway Plaza

MS 99-19-05

Los Angeles, CA 90012-2952
Business: 213.922.2811

OCTA’s Commuter Solutions
550 S. Main St.,

Orange, CA 92868

Mailing address:

PO Box 14184

Orange, CA 92863
Business: 714.560.5358

Ventura County
Transportation Commission
950 County Square Dr.,
Ste. 207,

Ventura, CA 93003
Business: 805.642.1591,
ext. 119

Inland Empire

Commuter Services

Office location:

7355 Magnolia Ave.
Riverside, CA 92504
Mailing address:

PO Box 51540

Riverside, CA 92517-2540
Business: 1.866.IECS4HELP
(1.866.432.7443)

Commuter Information

1.800.COMMUTE (266.6883)
commutesmart.info
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