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Get There by Google

& More New Rideshare Resources on the Web

Metro Transit System Now on Google Maps

Need to find a Metro bus or rail route? Google it! Riders can now access
transit route and schedule data for the nearly 200 bus lines and five rail lines
that Metro operates within Los Angeles County on Google.

To get a route, visit google.com/transit or access Google Maps at
maps.google.com. Simply enter the date and time and Google will provide
routing options - giving several
alternatives so that even regular
transit users may discover new ways to get where they’re going. You don’t
need to search by exact address, and you can easily plan trips from
landmarks, attractions and businesses.

Google Maps also provides walking directions to help you find the nearest
transit stop or station, as well as how to get to a destination once you leave the
bus or train.

Drive-alone commuters may also benefit from the new partnership with
Google, according to Metro, since a link to public transit options will appear
every time a user searches for driving directions in Los Angeles County.

Other Southland transit agencies that provide routes and schedules on
Google include Foothill Transit (foothilltransit.org), Metrolink
(metrolinktrains.com) Riverside Transit Agency (riversidetransit.com) and
Thousand Oaks Transit (goventura.org). For details on Metro and Google, go to
metro.net

OCTA Launches New "Share the Ride" Web Site

Orange County will launch its new Share the Ride web site this month. "The new
site will direct commuters to their best options based on the distance they travel," m =
says OCTA’s Sandy Boyle. "They’ll not only find transit schedules and routing but
also get help finding a carpool partner or a vanpool if those are options that might

be viable for them." Shors the Hide
In addition, a special section for employers will feature an event calendar, e Se— —

downloadable marketing materials, forms and applications for OCTA programs e o
and links to additional resources. Employers will even be able to RSVP to events -
directly from the web site. Look for it at octa.net in early August. il iﬁ
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Get Solar-Powered Traffic Times for Ventura County = =
e Ventura County drivers can now find out how fast the freeways are (or aren’t) moving using

Speed Info, a web feature that provides online real-time travel speed information. It uses solar-
powered traffic sensors located roughly every mile on the freeways. To access Speed Info, go to
goventura.org and choose the "Travel & Road Conditions" icon.

In Other Ventura Web News...

Look for a total remake of the Ventura County Transportation Commission web site by end of
summer that will have new features, including a direct link to VISTA bus service information that
will show schedules and display current estimated arrival times using NextBus software.
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: What you should be doing now
T"lIDS G ldeas—,, get ready for Rideshare Week in October

Rideshare Week is Oct. 5-9, and your Southern California rideshare agencies
will be providing campaign materials, prizes and more that you can roll out at
your work site. Kick-off events are scheduled in some areas (see Calendar for
dates/locations) and posters, pledge cards, etc.
will be mailed and/or posted online (look for
details in next month’s issue of CommuteSmart
News). In the meantime, here are a few things you
can be doing now to make the most of the biggest
rideshare event of the year:

e Set specific goals. Rideshare Week is great
for raising awareness about ridesharing, but if
you're hoping to do more than that—say, if you
actually want to get more people at your work site
to carpool or to sign up for your transit subsidy program or try bicycling—setting specific
goals will help direct your efforts.

e Start planning an event or contest. Yes, you can celebrate Rideshare Week by simply hanging posters and
distributing pledge cards, but if you really want employees to engage with the campaign, it helps to host an event or
contest of your own as well. Employers often host such diverse events as rideshare fairs, breakfasts, scavenger hunts,
essay contests, meet your match parties, relay races, competitions between departments, pizza parties, prize drawings,
awards ceremonies and more.

To get the most bang for your buck, "Whatever you plan should play off the theme of the Rideshare Week campaign in
your area," suggests Tara Pueschel with Inland Empire Commuter Services. "That way you can piggyback on the free
materials you'll be receiving from your agency rather than starting everything from scratch." A sneak peak at this year’s
campaign themes to get you started:

Los Angeles and Orange counties: The campaign features an "it feels good to share
the ride" tagline and images of carpoolers that "look like they have halos above their
heads...only in a carpool lane diamond shape," says Metro’s Donna Blanchard.

Riverside and San Bernardino counties: Campaign materials in the Inland Empire
will be a take-off of an old western "wanted" poster - only they tap into what commuters
really "want," such as to save money and time by ridesharing.

Ventura County: The theme is "Go Ventura!" and will feature the winning artwork
from the annual student poster contest.

e Secure extra prizes. When your employees make the pledge to rideshare during
Rideshare Week, they'll qualify to win prizes as part of your county’s campaign. Many
employers, however, find they collect more pledge cards if they also hold an in-house
raffle with prizes of their own before turning in pledge cards. If your budget is tight, go to
CommuteSmart.info's employer help section to find ways to get free prizes.

e Find ways to expand your outreach. Flyers, posters and emails messages are
great—but why not find new ways to reach employees with the Rideshare /Week
message such as Twittering, starting a blog, setting up a Facebook or Myspace page or
other types of social networking?

Stay turned for more Rideshare Week news in next month's issue of CommuteSmart
News. Rideshare Week is presented by the Southern California rideshare agencies (see
Calendar for contact information).
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Calendar of Events

EVENTS
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Rideshare Week kickoff meeting for Los
Angeles County employers is August 18,
9 a.m. - noon at Metro offices in downtown
Los Angeles; for more information or to
RSVP, contact Donna Blanchard at
blanchardd@metro.net

The International Conference for the
Association for Commuter
Transportation (ACT) is August 30 - Sept.
2 in Washington, DC. For more information,
registration or to view a preliminary events
program, go to actweb.org

Rideshare Week kickoff meeting for
Orange County employers is Sept. 4, 8:30
- 11:30 a.m. at Orange County
Transportation Authority headquarters in
Orange. For more information, contact
Judy Leon at jleon@octa.net, 714.560.5358.

Rideshare Week kickoff meeting for
Inland Empire employers is Sept. 10, 11
a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at Victoria Gardens
Cultural Center in Rancho Cucamonga. For
more information, call 1.866.IECS4HELP
(1.866.432.7443).

Mobility 21 Transportation Summit is
Sept. 21 at the Westin Bonaventure in Los
Angeles. Mobility 21 is a nonpartisan
alliance that brings together public,
business and community stakeholders to
develop transportation solutions; for
registration information, go to
mobility21coalition.com

California Rideshare Week is Oct. 5-9

NETWORK MEETINGS

Coachella Valley ETC Network

meets bi-annually; call 1.866.IECS4HELP.
Glendale TMA meets regularly;

call 818.543.7641.

Orange County Network meets regularly;
call 714.560.5358 or email
commuterconnection@octa.net

NETWORK MEETINGS (cont'd)

Pasadena TMA meets every other
month; call John Miranda at
818.354.7433.

Riverside County ETC Network meets
tri-annually; call 1.866.IECS4HELP.

San Bernardino County ETC Network
meets tri-annually; call 1.866.IECS4HELP.
Santa Monica ETC Network meets
regularly; call 310.458.8956.

South Bay/Westside TMA meets
monthly; contact Christina Corrales at
310.642.0066, email
christina_corrales@equityoffice.com
Torrance Transportation Network
meets regularly; call Kim Fuentes at
310.784.7902.

Warner Center TMO meets monthly;
call 818.716.5520.

TRAINING
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Metro Commute Services requires
employers to attend a briefing 60 days
prior to their AQMD submittal date.
Upcoming briefings are August 12 from 1-
3 p.m. and Sept. 9 from 9:30-11:30 a.m.
For more information or to reserve a
space, email blanchardd@metro.net

South Coast Air Quality Management
District (AQMD) offers one-day ETC
training for $154.81. Upcoming sessions
are Sept. 3 and Oct. 7 at AQMD offices in
Diamond Bar, August 20 at Metro offices
in downtown Los Angeles, Sept. 17 at UC
Irvine and Sept. 30 in West Covina.
Contact the AQMD's training program at
etctraining@agmd.gov or visit the AQMD
agmd.gov
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For subscription information
or to change your
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e-mail address, contact your
representative at the
rideshare office nearest you.

Metro Commute Services
One Gateway Plaza

MS 99-19-05

Los Angeles, CA 90012-2952
Business: 213.922.2811

OCTA’s Commuter Solutions
550 S. Main St.,

Orange, CA 92868

Mailing address:

PO Box 14184

Orange, CA 92863
Business: 714.560.5358

Ventura County
Transportation Commission
950 County Square Dr.,
Ste. 207,

Ventura, CA 93003
Business: 805.642.1591,
ext. 119

Inland Empire

Commuter Services

Office location:

7355 Magnolia Ave.
Riverside, CA 92504
Mailing address:

PO Box 51540

Riverside, CA 92517-2540
Business: 1.866.IECS4HELP
(1.866.432.7443)

Commuter Information

1.800.COMMUTE (266.6883)
commutesmart.info
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